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The road less travelled

Kyle Rhodes follows his passion to return to Rose
Jason Latimer • copy editor
After serving as graduate assistant last year, Kyle Rhodes took
the less traditional route, returning home to Rose-Hulman to fill
the newly-created office of Assistant Director of Residence Life.
Rhodes was gracious enough to
sit down and answer a few questions about himself and his new
job.
Rose Thorn: Could you
introduce yourself to new students?
Kyle Rhodes: My name’s
Kyle Rhodes, I’ve actually been
around Rose-Hulman for six
years now. I came in 2006 for
my undergraduate degree in
software engineering and physics. I graduated in 2010, and I
decided engineering wasn’t quite
exactly what I wanted to do. I
went over to Indiana State and
worked at Rose Hulman for two
years as a Graduate Assistant,
and I got my degree in Student
Affairs and Higher Education for
my Master’s. I was hired over the

summer as Assistant Director of
Residence Life.
RT: Why did you come back to
Rose? Why didn’t you go to a different school?
KR: I think Rose is a very special place, and that’s why, especially after my undergraduate, I
decided to change what I was doing with my life. I wasn’t the most
extroverted guy when I came into
Rose, but over my time here, I
found that I liked dealing with
people a lot more (instead of) sitting at a computer and programming or typing in code. Dealing
with people and dealing with the
special types of students we have
at Rose-Hulman really intrigued
me.
RT: Your position is new this
year. What exactly is the job description?
KR: The main things that I deal
with are the sophomore advisers.
I work with them a lot. I work
with sustainability efforts on
campus, so we’ll be doing some
things in the upcoming months
about reducing electricity usage

and the green room certifications
that you might have seen around,
things like that. I also work with
some transfer students. If they
have any questions or problems,
I’m kind of an adviser for them,
not academically, but the insand-outs of Rose-Hulman and
how to work the college system.
So I do a lot of things like that,
and then just dealing with students and RHA and serving as
an adviser for that. Anytime I can
get my hands on what students
are doing and get involved that
way, I do that as well.
RT: So, who are you? What do
you like to do in your spare time?
What do you want kids to know
about you?
KR: Number one, I’m always
here. I’m always available. I live
in East 101, my office door is always open. You can call my cell
phone anytime. I love to be involved in whatever students are
doing around campus, whether
it’s football, volleyball, athletic
games, or going out and playing
Magic (the Gathering) with peo-

ple or LoL or whatever. As far ter quarter, I guess I’d say that I
as what I like to do, I love play- discovered Rose-Hulman and
ing soccer. I love nerdin’ out and what it’s like to really be here…
playing some
my
sophoboard games:
more advisors
Settlers of Careally pushed
tan, anything
me to become
that involves
a sophomore
a little bit of
advisor after
strategy and
I broke out
makes
me
of my shell. I
think. I do
found that that
all the same
was more suitnerdy stuff
ed to my peras I did when
sonality. After
I was a stubeing a sophodent.
Taco
more advisor
Bell runs late
(on Deming 0)
at night, the
and resident
same
fun
Office of Student Affairs assistant (on
stuff.
West 2 and
RT: What made you change Deming 0), I found that I actuyour mind about you career ally loved doing that type of thing
path?
more than programming. I could
KR: When I was a freshman, still do that stuff, but it wasn’t
I stayed in my room the whole what I loved to do. I wanted
time. I roomed with my high something that was my passion
school buddy and played video instead of sit at a desk and be
games a lot and didn’t get out a miserable for the next 30 years
whole lot. But then, starting win- and make some good money.

EWB leaves lasting mark in Dominican Republic
Ranjana Chandramouli • staff writer

events

This August, five students from
the Rose-Hulman chapter of Engineers Without Borders traveled to
the Domincan Republic for their first
implementation project in Batey
Santa Rosa. With Hurricane Isaac
rapidly approaching, they worked
tirelessly for almost two weeks to
construct three new latrines for the
community.
According to their mission statement, Rose students involved with
Engineers Without Borders (EWB)
are “committed to applying [their]
The travelling members of EWB
knowledge of engineering in order
pose for a construction photo.
to design and implement feasible
John Gardner • Engineers Without Borders solutions to improve quality of life

Second City Show
The improv group out of Chicago brings
their talents to Terre Haute.
Hatfield Hall • Today, 7:30 p.m.

Brush Up For Homecoming

The arrival of Homecoming means it’s
time to spruce up campus!
Saturday, September 15, 8:30 a.m.

in third world countries.”
In previous years, the Rose-Hulman chapter of EWB helped build a
training center and poultry house in
Ghana. In 2011, students and faculty
completed a project in another area
of the Dominican Republic, Batey
Cinco Casas, which involved building a a septic tank and a hurricane
and earthquake-proof roof for a
medical center..
The overall process was split between the school year, when the club
was able to raise funds and conduct
an assessment trip to the area, and
the summer, when students traveled
to implement their designs and projects.
Junior mechanical engineer and

EWB secretary Marcel Snijder van
Wissenkerke was able to travel to
the village late last February to help
assess, survey, and map the area.
They investigated the latrines currently used by the community and
met with leaders to discuss problems, solutions, and plans for the
future.
Senior electrical engineer and
EWB president Ran Oliver said that
the club “spent a lot of time developing the latrine design and raising
funds” last school year to prepare
for the implementation trip in August.

Walk to End Alzheimer’s

Support the Alzheimer’s Association by
participating in a one-mile walk.

Cook Stadium • September 15, 11 a.m.

Continued on page 3

sports
Women’s tennis vs. Defiance
September 15 - 10 a.m.
Women’s soccer vs. Millikin
September 15 - 1 p.m.
Men’s soccer vs. Millikin
September 15 - 3 p.m.
Soccer vs. Fontbonne
September 19 - 6 p.m.
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Kasie Anderson / ΧΩ
Senior, biomedical engineering

Alex Bledsoe / Percopo, Triangle
Senior, chemistry

Lauren Gutgesell / ΠΚΑ
Junior, chemistry

Sarah Kemme / ΔΣΦ
Junior, civil engineering

Ashley Kohls / Speed
Senior, mechanical engineering

Kendra Moore / ΔΔΔ
Senior, chemical engineering

Alyse Mueller / Fiji
Senior, biomedical engineering

Christina Powell / ΛΧΑ
Senior, electrical engineering
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Kaitlin Schneider / ΑΤΩ
Senior, chemical engineering/chemistry

”

Jillian Shuman / Deming
Junior, physics

Meagan Sturgeon / ΑΟΠ
Junior, civil engineering
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Engineers Without Borders, from page 1

Additionally, the club had to
create a construction schedule
and get approved by the national EWB organization, headquartered in Boulder, CO, to
travel over the summer.
With everything in order,
Snijder
van
Wissenkerke
and
Oliver
were
joined
by two other
Rose students
- sophomore
chemical engineer and treasurer Zhengyuan Fang and
junior
civil
engineer and
vice-president
Ryann-Rebecca Montgomery.
Dr.
John
Gardner also
joined the trip.
Dr. Gardner,
an HSS professor, has been
involved with
EWB at Rose-Hulman since the
fall of 2009 and has traveled
for a total of nine weeks over
six trips to the Dominican Republic. Dr. Gardner keeps track
of finances and logistics, does

photography and construction,
and helps translate the majority
of dealings with the project and
day-to-day life while on the implementation trip.
The group was rounded out

with Wil Painter, a civil engineer who connected with the
Rose-Hulman EWB chapter
through the national headquarters.
Montgomery “wasn’t sure

News Briefs
Kurtis Zimmerman • news editor

American ambassador to Libya killed abroad
Reacting to the violent death of ambassador J. Christopher
Stevens, the United States deployed an anti-terrorism team to
Libya to improve security. News came Wednesday that unidentified men stormed the U.S. consulate in Benghazi reacting
to an American film which was said to insult the Prophet Muhammad. Employing a variety of guys and handmade bombs,
the protesters also attacked the U.S. embassy in Cairo Tuesday
night. President Obama told reporters after the attack that this
attack would not hamper relationships between the U.S. and
Libyan government. Mohammed Magarief, Libya’s interim
leader, made a public apology condemning what he called the
“cowardly criminal acts.”
New York City bans large-sized drinks
Restaurants, sports arenas, and movie theaters have been
banned from selling sugared beverages over 16 oz. in New York
City, as of a decision made by the Health Department on Thursday. Popular fast-food drinks, like soda and sweetened tea, are
included in the ban, while fruit juices, alcoholic beverages, and
dairy-based drinks like milk shakes are exempt. Grocery stores
and conveience stores were also spared from the ruling which
was championed by New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg.
Health professionals largely support the effort, while food retailers are skeptical, arguing that beverages should not be singled out among products like candy and other sweets. The ban
is set to go into effect next March unless challenged legally.
Guatemala volcano erupts, evacuating 33,000
A series of eruptions near one of Guatemala’s most famous
tourist attractions Thursday sent clouds of ash nearly two miles
high, forcing the evacuation of 33,000 people from 17 villages
around Volcan de Fuego, a few miles southwest of Antigua. An
orange alert was announced for most of the area, while south
of the mountain a red alert was given to areas in “almost total
darkness.” The Guatemalan Red Cross has set up ten emergency shelters and has been sending hygiene kits and water to the
areas most affected by the disaster.

what to expect” as she traveled
to Batey Santa Rosa, as she considered the success of their implementation
on the community participation.
Dr. Gardner “knew
what to expect,” but
was
also
ready to “see
and learn
something
new” on this
(and every)
trip to the
Dominican
Republic.
While
he
said that this trip wasn’t “as
challenging as [building the
septic system in the middle of a
hurricane] last summer,” there
were still a few challenges that
prompted design changes and
recalculations.
After
purchasing equipment and
hardware when they
first arrived, they inspected the approximately square pits
that had been dug
prior to their arrival.
They turned out to be
about 15-20 inches
larger than expected.
They had to then
“re-engineer [their]
slab,” according to
Gardner, to make
it thicker as well as
change the amount of
concrete they would need.
Snijder van Wissenkerke said
that they also needed to make
the size of their slabs to conform
to safe engineering standards.
Despite this minor setback, they
were still able to start construction promptly.
Though
they
had
planned extensively the
schedule and
time frame,
unpredictable rain due
to the pending hurricane
made them
make small
adjustments
to their almost
twoweek work
schedule,
such as laying all the concrete work in the
early morning.
Their project consisted of, according to a report completed
afterwards, laying out a framework, setting up a rebar pattern,
laying concrete, constructing a
superstructure frame, and nailing siding and the roofing. Even
with relative smooth sailing after a few re-calculations and designs, mosquito bites, sickness,
and lack of high quality tools
and equipment in Batey Santa
Rosa still plagued the RoseHulman EWB chapter as they

tirelessly worked 12-hour days
to complete their project.
According to Snijder van Wis-

senkerke, the extended work
days resulted in completion of
the project two days ahead of
schedule and “saved [them]
from Hurricane Isaac’s wrath.”
However, despite successfully
and efficiently finishing their

project, Isaac still delayed their
trip a little after the airport in
the Dominican Republic shut
down as the members of EWB
were preparing to fly back to the
United States.
Despite Montgomery’s initial
worry about lack of commu-

said that “lots of local residents
lent a hand and are very grateful [for]…a new, proper latrine.”
Their hope is
to continue to
work with this
community
and give the local people the
tools to replicate and implement the designs on their
own.
Oliver said
that he was
“very hopeful
that [the people
of Batey Santa
Rosa] would be
able to replicate
[their] design and would… continue to construct latrines after
[they] left.”
They will continue to work
with this community by building more latrines in the coming years, with their ultimate
goal being, according
to Oliver, to “design an
inexpensive latrine that
would last… about 15
years” to help avoid the
high rate of fecal-borne
diseases in the area and
give them the tools to
construct those latrines
on their own. He wants
EWB to inspire them to
“have the willingness
and ability to replicate
[and] enhance [RoseHulman’s] design to
fit their [own] needs”
instead of just being a
source of money.
The club hopes to, in the coming year, boost membership and
awareness of EWB on campus
and attract donors to help fund
their club to continue to take
these assessment and implementation trips. They also hope
to expand their
reach into new
international
communities
that can benefit
from the use of
engineering experience.
Besides being beneficial
for the people
in that Dominican Republic,
the experience
was extremely
rewarding to
the members
who traveled
there. Montgomery underlined
how going on the implementation trip will help enhance her
experience with the Rose-Hulman EWB chapter, saying that
she knows what to expect on
future projects, including having more insight into solving
problems.
Dr. Gardner said that “EWB
[in general] is a great opportunity... that involves a lot of work
but [comes with] tremendous
rewards.”

nity support, the Rose students
whole-heartedly agreed that
the involvement from the community was one of the most rewarding parts of the implementation trip to the Dominican
Republic this summer.
Montgomery said that “[they]
were all thrilled to see the entire
community, not just the future
owners, help build the latrines.”
In particular, one of the new
owners, Cassan, showed his
value of his new latrine by personalizing it with yellow dye. Dr. Gardner Photos courtesy of Engineers Without Borders
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Entertainment
14 S
2012
More good than bad in this mid-season finale
ept

“Breaking Bad” promises to have a final season that will truly deliver to its fans

James Butler • guest writer

“Breaking Bad”, a show
well-known for its cliffhangers, had their mid-season
five finale this past week.
Here’s the Good, the Bad,
and the Ugly. Fair warning:
spoilers ahead.
THE GOOD:
“Breaking Bad” has become a screenwriting master-class on how to imbue
ordinary objects with cosmic
significance. A stuffed bear
with one eye becomes a record of Walt’s sins. A fly embodies all the things he can’t
control. This mid-series finale calls back one of my favorite symbols in the show:
piles and piles of money.
Walt’s nest egg first shows
up at the beginning of season
three. In the episode I.F.T.,
Walt says, “I’ve done a terrible thing. But I’ve done it
for a good reason. I did it for
us. That [points to the duffel
bag of money] is college tuition for Walter Jr. and Holly, eighteen years down the
road. And, it’s health insurance for you and the kids, for
Jr.’s physical therapy, and
his SAT tutor. It’s money for
groceries, gas, birthdays and
graduation parties. Skyler,
that money is for this roof
over your head. The mortgage that you are not going

”

to be able to afford on a
part-time
bookkeeper’s
salary when I’m gone.”
By this mid-season finale, the cash has outgrown its duffel bag and
is now the size of a kingsized bed. Skyler can’t
even count it, but she
knows there’s more there
than they could spend in
ten lifetimes. She says, “I
want my kids back. I want
my life back. Please tell
me: how much is enough?
How big does this pile
have to be?”
Money is given value by
what was lost to get it and
what will be gained once
it is spent. In two seasons,
the variables in that equation have changed dramatically: no more money
can possibly be spent on
Walt’s family, so why is
he continuing to earn it at
their expense? As subtly
as Walt has shifted from
hero to villain, the cash
has gone from the thing
that ensures the family’s
future to the thing that jeopardizes it. This was a great
motif when it was introduced
two years ago, and the payoff
this season was great.
THE BAD:
Here’s a quick physics
problem:
You have a book. It’s from
someone
you killed.
He wrote
your initials in it,
along with
a
heartbreakingin-hindsight note,
and signed
it with his
initials.
You have

My favorite symbol
in the show: piles
and piles of money.

previously denied having
any contact with this man.
Do you:
A)
Burn it
B)
Shred it
C)
Chemically disintegrate it
D)
Leave it in your bathroom between “People” and
“Vogue”
For such a skilled man of
science, Walter White is at
times regretfully unaware
of the laws of nature. Every
action has an equal and opposite reaction. What goes
up must come down. If you
leave a book in your bathroom that links you to a meth
empire, your DEA brotherin-law you’re having over for
dinner is going to figure out
that you’re linked to a meth
empire. This lapse of judg-

ment on Walt’s part was
my only problem with the
episode. For someone so
fastidious, it was a monumental oversight. Did Walt
have a good reason for keeping the book? Have the better
angels of his nature, those of
analysis and reason, finally
been usurped by the prideful devils of Heisenberg? It
will be interesting to see how
they play this uncharacteristic slip-up in the next half of
the season.
THE UGLY:
In a normal series, “rapidstabbing nine people and
incinerating a tenth” would
go here. In “Breaking Bad,”
a series in which heads have
been blown off, crushed beneath an ATM, and spiked
to the back of a turtle (not

imdb.com
all the same head, different heads. Do you think the
writers are monsters?), this
episode’s gore factor doesn’t
even scratch the top ten. I
would be surprised, though,
if the montage didn’t set the
record for most on-screen
kills in the series.
THE BOTTOM LINE:
Their final season started
off slowly, but the events
leading up to halftime all but
promise a spectacular endgame.
Rating: 4/5 Elephants

If only Lincoln’s history really was this silly
A movie meant for little more than mindless and fun entertainment

Casey Langdale • guest writer
Over summer the movie
“Abraham Lincoln Vampire
Hunter” was released, and
generally it was looked down
upon as a B movie. As far as
big name actors go this is entirely and completely true,
however, as far as science fiction films go it is one of the
best movies I have seen in
years.
The plot was good and did
an excellent job of holding together nonstop action. While
there were many complaints
about it, it was the point in
creating the film. If you desire
a better story about Abraham
Lincoln hunting vampires,
I would suggest you go read
the book it was loosely based
upon. The action scenes featured plenty of combat with-

out resorting to either cutaway shots or over the top
bloodshed and gore. That being said, the movie does an
excellent job of taking itself
completely serious, except for
a few key moments, in which
the audience is allowed to sit
back in their seats and laugh,
be it either light or dark humor. Within the film, Abraham has as good a reason as
any to hunt vampires and explain many other decisions in
the former president’s life.
The actors hired for the film
were all the right ones for the
job and could not have been
anyone else. To avoid spoilers
I will simply say if you have
seen the movie “Serenity” or
the TV show “Firefly” there
will be familiar faces of actors
who know what they are doing.

imdb.com
As far as science fiction
films go “Abraham Lincoln:
Vampire Hunter” is on the
same level as any other that
has been made in the last five

years. If you have an opportunity to see the film I would
highly recommend that you
take it.

Rating: 4/5 Elephants

Living
5
Invaluable, international learning in China

14 Sept 2012
Jordan Chipka • guest writer

I spent the past month of August
in Jiangsu Province, China teaching
English to high school students. I was
a guest English instructor at the BFB
English Training School in the city of
Nantong. My specific duties included
working with the students to improve
their reading comprehension skills,
speaking with them in English to improve their speaking skills, and simply
sharing American culture with them.
However, it is possible that this experience benefitted me even more than
my students. This experience allowed
me to see a new part of the world and
experience a different culture. In addition, this experience allowed me to
improve my teaching skills. I feel that
the benefits I received from this global
experience will certainly be useful later in my career.
My future goals include obtaining a
doctorate degree in the field of aerospace engineering and then becoming a researcher for a global corporation in the aerospace industry. For a
future career such as this, it is very

beneficial to be exposed to different cultures.
Understanding various cultures is essential, especially in today’s world, where
an increasingly large amount of work is
being done internationally. Therefore, I
feel that this experience has prepared me
for working for a global corporation, as I
have developed skills in regards to working with international people.
Furthermore, this experience has improved my teaching skills, a skill set that
I will certainly need in graduate school.
During my graduate studies, I will most
likely be required to assist in teaching material to students. Therefore, any teaching
experience that I can acquire before graduate school is invaluable.
Looking back on my visit to China, I am
very grateful that I was presented with
this opportunity. I would have rather
spent the month of August no other way,
and I wish other students may be given an
opportunity similar to mine.
Finally, I would like to thank Rose-Hulman’s Office of Global Programs for their
Jiangsu Province is bordered by the Yellow Sea on China’s eastern coast. part in making this experience possible
http://www.sciencedirect.com/ for me. This global experience will truly
be one that I will never forget.

All Star Barber Beauty Salon
Mens Cuts

Rick Johnson

Very Close Clippers $7
Regular Trim $8
Long Hair $10

Womens Cuts
Very Close Clippers $8
Regular Trim $10
Long Hair $12

Walkin Welcome
Both License Barber (1969) &
Directions from campus: Turn left on Wabash
Cosmetologist (1978)
to 25th St. turn left 2 miles to
Combined 77 years
1644 South 25th St. Terre Haute 264-9629

Apartment:
1644 S 25th 2 bdrm Air W/D
hkup, stove, refrig., Handicap access. Free internet. 690.00 deposit
required. Util pd. 812-264-9629
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Opinions

100 Words
‘Please’ and ‘Thanks’

Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
They’re simple words, really;
but, it never hurts to say them.
What sounds better? “I need
___ by Friday.” Or, “Can you
send me ___ by Friday?” The
former can cause resentment:
“Screw you — I’ve got better
things to do,” while the latter
puts the ball in their court.

Why wouldn’t they help you
out if you asked so nicely?
The little things matter
—saying please, or thanking someone for following
through, can make someone’s
day better, even if only a little
bit. And, they’ll probably be
more likely to help you next
time. So why not?
Thanks for reading.

The other side of the desk

Sudipa Kirtley • faculty writer
Dean Kamen gave the 134th
commencement speech at our
institute earlier this year. Back
in 1976, Kamen devised the first
wearable infusion pump as an
undergraduate student, which
is now used in the medical industry worldwide. He is now a
celebrated inventor, owns his
own invention company, and
is very active in supporting several invention projects around
the country. He is the creator of
the Segway and holds over 400
domestic and foreign patents.
During the commencement speech he urged the
recent RHIT graduates to
make a positive difference in
the world: “You’re entering a
world ready for big change…
don’t squander this opportunity” Kamen’s words were
powerful and inspiring.
If the few privileged college graduates that the world
produces every year take the
responsibility to give back to
the world in the best possible way, then our planet can
be a more pleasant and safe
place to live in.
As young students we strive
to reach our own academic
goals and life aspirations. Our
parents help us at the beginning, and later, beyond our college years, we train ourselves
to overcome obstacles to reach
these personal goals.
Many times we succeed in
achieving these goals or come
fairly close. We feel good, get
acknowledged by our peers and
families for a job well done, give
ourselves pats on the backs, and
somewhat settle in to enjoy the
rest of our lives. This is the usual
pattern most people follow.
At this point in time we
find ourselves in the troughs
of life’s potential wells, where
comfort and predictability

reign for the most part. There
are very few risk-takers who
make themselves go past
the dip in the potential well
and venture into something
new and more rewarding at
a later stage in life. Many of
us get excited talking about
such endeavors but seldom
take part in such undertakings. Usually in these cases
obligations and responsibilities to our families, our own
personal weariness, and/or
other circumstantial factors
hold us back.
We weigh in what is more
important at that juncture in
our lives, and follow the more
“rational” path. However, it
is much easier for us to take
larger risks early on in life,
since at that time we have
more energy to combat them,
and we are more likely to get
up and try again if we do fail
the first few times.
Therefore, when we graduate from college, while collecting kudos from families and
friends for a job well done, we
should open our eyes to the
world at large. We should figure
out what the world needs, and
how to contribute positively to
this planet. The fact that we are
a privileged few should come
with the price of recognizing
that we may be needed more
than others to change the world
for the better, and we ought
to utilize our full potential in
achieving that purpose.
This is because “for every
RHIT graduate, there are 10
million people who did not
graduate” with a similar degree or “had the opportunity
to use that learned knowledge
to help others.”
You see, everyone needs to
utilize all the tools (different
talents, different educational
degrees, etc.) that he/she has
to make a positive difference
in this world. Some may be
more privileged than others and may have more such
tools. But when all of our tools
are utilized to their full potential, only then the most fulfilling jobs are achieved.
For RHIT and similar college
graduates the responsibilities
are large, and the time to venture in making a positive mark
in this world is ripe. Settling
into comfortable potential well
troughs is exactly what should
be avoided.

On unpaid internships

Kevin Weaver • entertainment editor

Unpaid Internships are a double edged
sword. I hate that metaphor; I really do. It’s
overused, contrived, and honestly, the most
amazing swords ever imagined are double
edged. But here, it works so well.
On one skin-tearing side, you have a job that
gives you a pool of knowledge usually so vast
and impossible to obtain anywhere else that
employers will literally higher you based upon
how well you did the job.
Sometimes, you even get
jobs after finishing these
internships.
On the other razor
sharp side, you are putting in at least a good
thirty-five to forty hours a
week at a job that doesn’t
get you a pony, leaving
you with a lighter wallet
come fall for all your college needs.
So here’s the big question, are unpaid internships a good thing? Yes.
Oh, yes. Buckets of diabetic-friendly pretzels
dipped in Australian chocolate yes.
I worked at an Orthopedic Clinic for three
months this past summer doing advanced medical research for foot and ankle surgeries, including several case studies. I worked forty-five
hours a week, often past when my bosses left,
and I didn’t get paid a dime. Was I mad? No!
My name was published in a medical journal
for three different articles, I have connections

”
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with four doctors for writing recommendations, and the clinic wants to hire me back next
summer, with pay. No money this summer, but
so much more in the coming years.
Like I said above, the main sell of internships
are their ability to give you hands-on knowledge that you don’t really experience at college.
Labs don’t count, not compared to projects that
will be used in the real world, ungraded.
You learn more than simple computations
and journal keeping, you learn how entire
companies
run,
the organization
of firms, people to
network with, and
more often than
not, if you’d enjoy
a career in whatever it is you are
working on.
If you can go
home every night
and think about
how much fun you
had in the day or
what you want to
accomplish when
you go back in tomorrow,
you’re
probably on the right path. If you get home
ready to kick your cat like an overstuffed football across the room, then you might want to
see a psychiatrist. And, drop the internship. It’s
no pay, they’re not going to sue you.
Bottom line: If you can have an internship, unpaid or not, take it. Love it or hate it,
you’ll get more out of it than mowing grass
during the summer.

I worked forty-five
hours a week, often
past when my bosses
left, and I didn’t get
paid a dime.

Political wives becoming chief
character witnesses

Even spouses are going to play a big role in the upcoming elections.
http://abcnews.go.com
Julie Hopkins • guest writer
The first lady’s speech from
the democratic convention
is having rave reviews from
people all over the country. It cut to the heart of the
American people by bringing
up defining characteristics of
the country and proving that
wives can have a huge impact
on the public’s view of the
president. It brought tears
to many, and by the end, the
only criticism was her manicure of cement grey nails.
However, this isn’t the first
time we have seen first ladies
making an impact on the public. If you glance through the
pages of any history textbook
you will find among many

the names Eleanor Roosevelt,
Jacqueline Kennedy, and
Betty Ford. Even former first
lady Hillary Clinton chose to
run for president in 2008.
As the presidential campaign
unfolds the question that remains is: will Ann Romney
and Michelle Obama bring
enough insight into personal
values of their husbands to
impact voting parties and
cause a swing in the election
in either direction?
In recent time, never
have we seen a speech as
well-crafted or executed as
Michelle Obama’s. The young
voters want a president who
will change our hurts and
struggles to make America a
thriving and prosperous na-

tion and could care less on
how much of a family man
he is. Regardless of how the
people view the president’s
personal morals, the fact that
counts is: will the impact of
the decisions he makes in office be enough to change fate
and bring back the faith of the
people in their elected officials?
As the convention draws to
a close there is one thing we
can be sure of. The women
behind the men in the election will continue the role of
the personal chief witness. After all, like Shakespeare once
said, “All the world is a stage
and all the men and women
merely players; they have
their entrances and exits.”
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Rose-Hulman hosts annual volleyball invitational

Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
For the 16th straight year,
teams from around the Midwest flocked to participate
in the annual Rose-Hulman
Volleyball Invitational. Six
teams – Centre College, Defiance College, DePauw University, Millikin University,
Rose-Hulman Institute of
Technology, and Webster
University – participated in
this year’s action.
On Saturday, the Fightin’
Engineers faced DePauw in
the opening game and followed up against Centre in
the afternoon. Rose-Hulman fell in a closely contested match to DePauw by
a score of 20 – 25, 20 – 25,

26 – 24, 16 – 25. The Engi- Webster and Millikin. Af- other win 27 – 29, 26 – 24,
neers though would rebound ter dropping the first set to 25 – 17, 25 – 11. Lewer had
against Cen12 kills in the
tre,
earnmatch and led
ing a comewith 24 digs.
from-behind
Junior
Kira
win in five
Boswell recordsets. Senior
ed a team-high
Anna Lewer
22 assists.
and
junior
The
final
Casey Levitt
match of the
tied with 12
tournament for
kills apiece
Rose-Hulman
in the vicsaw them factory. Freshing
Millikin
man Sarah
College. Both
Jensen
re- For the second consecutive week, junior Kate Dangel earns the teams
were
honor of HCAC Volleyball Defensive Player of the Week. evenly matched
corded
27
Rose-Hulman Athletics in the first set;
assists.
Action reMillikin though
sumed on Sunday for the En- Webster, Rose-Hulman took would go on to edge out the
gineers with matches against the next three to record an- Engineers 28 – 26. Mil-

likin would also take two of
the next three sets defeating Rose-Hulman in the
match. Jensen had a solid
all-around performance with
11 kills, 14 assists, and 15
digs. To no surprise, she was
named to the all-tournament
team for her play.
The Rose-Hulman team
is now at 6 – 3 in the early
stages of the season. They
will travel this weekend to
participate in an invitational
tournament held at DePauw
University. The tournament
will see them facing Kalamazoo College, Millikin University, Olivet College, and
Hanover College. Play starts
at 6 pm on Friday and noon
on Saturday.

Kovach sets career rushing record in loss at Centre
Rose-Hulman Sports
Rose-Hulman
Institute
of Technology senior Kyle
Kovach (Munster/Andrean)
became the all-time leading
rusher in Fightin’ Engineer
history to lead the effort in
a 49-21 loss at nationally
ranked Centre on Saturday
night.
Kovach gained 138 yards
on 31 carries to move past
Eric Hyten (‘00) as the alltime leading rusher in RoseHulman history. His career
total now measures 3,366
rushing yards.
Rose-Hulman battled the
No. 18 ranked Colonels to
a much tighter game than
the score indicated, especially during the opening 30
minutes. Centre led 21-7 at
the break, but Rose-Hulman
had two second quarter possessions that reached inside
the Colonel 30-yard line

without points.
Senior Mitch Snyder (Casey,
Ill./Casey-Westfield)
led the statistical effort by
completing 23-33 passes for
211 yards with one touchdown and no interceptions.
Freshman Aaron Abbott
(Lebanon, Ohio) added nine
catches for 100 yards and
one touchdown, while rushing for 36 yards and another
score.
Freshman Jacob Dye (Tipton) pitched in with four
catches for 90 yards, with
junior Connor Gerhart (La
Mesa, Calif./La Jolla Country Day) adding six receptions for Rose-Hulman.
Defensively, senior Jordan Martin (Shelbyville/
Triton Central) and sophomore
Grant
DePalma
(Mount Prospect, Ill./Prospect) led Rose-Hulman with
12 tackles each. Freshman

Joseph Woodley (Shreveport, La./Loyola College
Prep) pitched in with nine
stops.
Centre jumped out to
a 14-0 lead after the first
quarter on a 41-yard touchdown pass from Heath Haden to Rob Melillo. Justin
Williams added a one-yard
scoring run with 4:17 left in
the opening quarter.
Rose-Hulman
marched
90 yards in 14 plays to close
within 14-7 in the second
quarter. Abbott finished the
drive with a five-yard touchdown run. The scoring drive
featured three third down
conversions and a 16-yard
run by Kovach.
Centre increased the lead
to 28-7 on a 58-yard pass
from Haden to Jason Osterman to take a 21-7 lead into
the locker room. Rose-Hulman marched to the 10-yard

line, courtesy of a 31-yard
run by Abbott and back-toback completions from Snyder to junior Marcus Washington (Frankfort, Ky.),
before the first late second
quarter drive ended. A last
second drive in the first half
reached the Centre 29-yard
line.
The second half began
with the key play of the
game on the opening kickoff. Ben Leahy picked up
a fumbled kickoff and returned the ball 34 yards for
a score on the first play of
the third quarter. The lead
reached 35-7 on a four-yard
scoring run by Monte Scotton.
Rose-Hulman marched 85
yards in seven plays to close
back within 35-14 early in
the third quarter. Snyder
connected with Abbott for
his second touchdown of the

evening, a 22-yard pass with
6:59 left in the third quarter.
Centre added touchdowns
in the third and fourth
quarter, with Rose-Hulman
adding a score in between.
Junior
Ryan
Landwehr
(Tipp City, Ohio/Tippecanoe) tossed a 55-yard scoring strike to freshman Jacob
Dye (Tipton) for the third
Engineer touchdown of the
game.
Haden led the Centre offense with a 13-21 passing
performance for 186 yards
and two touchdowns. Scotton gained 154 rushing
yards and scored a pair of
touchdowns.
Centre improved to 2-0 on
the season, while Rose-Hulman dropped to 0-2. The
Fightin’ Engineers return to
action at Defiance College
on Saturday afternoon.

Women’s tennis team
off to smashing start

The Engineers
then faced nationally ranked
Ohio Northern.
Rose-Hulman
would though
lose the match,
Versus Anderson University, sophomore Suzana Mohd won at No. 2 singles dropping their
and paired with junior Paige Cook for a No. 2 doubles victory as well. record to 1 – 1.
Rose-Hulman Athletics Ohio Northern
improved
to
4 - 0 with the
Matt Dierksmeier • sports editor
win.
on Saturday.
On Saturday, the team
Against Bluffton in the
The Rose-Hulman wom- opening contest, Rose-Hul- headed home to play Oaken’s tennis team took to the man won all singles and land City University and
courts this past weekend doubles matches to win 9 – Indiana
University-East.
to begin their fall sched- 0. Winning at No. 1 singles Rose-Hulman would again
ule. Hitting the road for for Rose-Hulman was jun- take all matches versus Oaktheir first slate of matches, ior Marie Stettler. Stettler land City. In a closer match,
the Engineers faced both paired with senior Melissa the Engineers defeated IUBluffton University and Montgomery to win at No. 1 East 6 – 3. Winning singles
Ohio Northern University doubles as well.
matches for Rose-Hulman

were Marie Stettler at No. 1,
junior Paige Cook at No. 3,
sophomore Kylie McCollum
at No. 5, and sophomore Suzana Mohd at No. 6. The duo
of junior Lauren Reberger
and sophomore Koharuko
Fujita won at No. 2 doubles,
while Paige Cook and Suzana Mohd were victorious in
No. 3 doubles.
On Wednesday evening,
the Rose-Hulman squad
faced off against fellow
HCAC competitor Anderson University in a home
match for the Engineers.
Rose-Hulman took 6 of the
9 matches, improving their
season record to 4 - 1. Their
4 - 1 mark matches their
record from last season after the first five matches.

The win also improves their
record to 2 - 0 versus conference opponents. Singles
victories came for RoseHulman came from Suzana
Mohd, Paige Cook, Lauren
Miller, and Kylie McCollum. Mohd and Cook generated another match win at
the No. 2 doubles position.
The No. 3 doubles pairing
of Lauren Reberger and
Koharuko Fujita were also
victorious. The tandem is
currently undefeated this
season with wins in each of
their three matches.
They will next play on
Saturday in a home match
against conference foe Defiance College at 10 am. Sunday, the team will play IUSoutheast at a neutral site.

8
Engineers
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Nation
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The Cool Guy
humor extraordinaire
We at Rose-Hulman have
many different rivals in the
collegiate universe. Sports
rivals, you ask? Heck no! Intellectual rivals, I propound.
Every few weeks or so, it
will be our goal to acquaint
our students with some of
Rose-Hulman’s most challenging (challenged?) competitors.
This week we feature our
intellectual cousins and future underlings, the PurDerp Burlurmurkers and
their lovable mascot, Pete.

erp

!!!

“Infinite series are annoying.”
–Dr. Black. Yes,
we know. But if I believe
in anything, its our ability
to ignore their practical
nature and pretend math
is super easy.
“It’s kind of like chasing your own tail. It is, but
it isn’t. But it is... but it
isn’t...BLUE!
–Dr. Butske. Really? Is that what you do
when you can’t come up
with something clever, you
just...RED!
“...and, uh, there’s no
reason you should like this
formula.”
–Dr. McInerney.
This is close enough to permission for me to justify
continuing to hate said
equation.

Help
wanted!

“You don’t have to be
sorry. Never be sorry. Are
you selling drugs to five
year olds? Don’t be sorry.
– Dr. Grimaldi.
And there was never
another regret was ever
expressed by any student,
ever.

Interested in being a
part of this magnificent
page? Send your ideas,
thoguhts, or express
your burning desire to
help by emailing thornflipside@rose-hulman.
edu

Rose professors say
crazy things. E-mail
them to the Flipside
at thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu.
Melissa Schwenk • editor Americus

The Lost Leg Chronicles Don’t forget about
Part II: The second half
(
)
the prof quote
raffle competition!
now in comic sans

Man Daginot • guest writer

Svetlana and I took the elevator to the eleventh floor
and walked down to her
apartment. I could not help
but notice the remnants of
a Disney’s Lion King Party
from the previous night.
“It’s kind of messy, I had
my 11th birthday party last
night.” She proudly claimed.
“…I’ve been meaning to ask,
did you get me anything?”
“Yeah, I remembered your
birthday!” I jousted back.
Of course I didn’t remember her birthday. I guess
even older women need attention on their birthdays.
I blanked on any other response.
“Well… of course you remembered it, I thought that
was the only reason you
were in Moscow.”
“Yeah… I’m here… I got
you a…” Still fumbling for
words…
I reached into my pocket
and drew out the only thing
I had which was a ticket stub

for a Creed concert. (I would
like to let everyone know
that I did not attend, my
older brother got tickets and
forced me to go. He locked
me in the car and we drove
there, when we parked… I
told him I had to go to the
bathroom, and I walked
home.) As I drew out the
ticket stump, she glimpsed
the SCIA tattoo I had on
the inner side of my upper
arm. She reacted slowly,
but deliberately. I saw her
groping towards the hidden
dagger strapped to the small
of her back. She saw me see
her and I saw her see me see
her… there was a lot of seeing going on. She whipped
out the dagger and leapt at
me like a flying peacock. I
just had enough time to respond with a quick side step
to evade her launch. I drew
my scimitar from a scabbard
hidden on the inside of my
leather jacket.
“So… you’re here to get the
photos.” She deduced.
“Yep. Well, I guess I am

now.”
I
responded
shortly.
I was wondering why
she looked so concerned
when I glimpsed a short
We at the Thorn love your wacky prof quotes so much that
pile of scattered photos
we’re even willing to pay you for them. Remeber to send in as
on her desk clearly demany prof quotes as you can as quickly as you can for your
picting the exact locachance to win a $25 Visa gift card! Each quote that passes the
tion of The SCIA. As I
extremely rigorous* quality test will get you one more entrance
casually sauntered over
into the raffle that will be drawn at the end of 9th week.
to retrieve the photos,
I whipped out my SCIA
GPS tracking device
* Quality test is not rigorous in any way whatsoever. We have virtuand notified the ‘Mually
no standards on the Flipside.
rican Embassy.
She
leapt over the couch
with a pterodactyl-like
ledge. Svetlana charged out with the blades of the emscreech, and landed
directly in my way. She cut onto the balcony, with the bassy’s helicopter as I dove
through the air swiftly to- fire of Stalin in her eyes. By off the roof. Well, apparwards my rib cage, and I par- this time, I was already on ently I didn’t. I had enough
ried with the broad side of the ledge, ready to jump. I time to tuck my right leg
my scimitar. I did a backflip leapt for the fire escape and through to my chest as the
over her couch and bounded clutched onto a cold iron blades whipped around.
towards the balcony, sepa- rung. I scaled the ladder to- However, my left leg was
rated only by a sliding glass wards the top with Svetlana left for dead out in the cold
I managed
door. She was slow to react, right behind me. When I Moscow air.
got
to
the
roof
I
sprinted
to
clutch
onto
the
landing
so I had time enough to slide
across
to
the
north
side
of
skids
of
the
helicopter
as I
out without any interferthe
building,
hurtling
the
watched
the
lower
half
of
ence. Once on the balcony, I
air
conditioning
units
as
I
my
left
leg
plummet
to
the
spotted a fire escape ladder
not far from the concrete went. I timed it perfectly ground.

Hello? Hellllooooooo? Dang it. I knew nobody reads this. Nobody ever reads this. Hmph! Well I will continue to cross my fingers that someone will read these lines, if not today, then someday. The reason this is even here is to disclaim the Flipside. In other, everything here is a joke. And
while the humor should be taken very, very seriously, the actual content should not be taken at face value because none of it is really serious. So here I am, writing a disclaimer because I’m obligated to, even though you won’t read this (ignore the last statement if you are reading this).

